In 2019
ORLÉANS celebrates
500 years
of the Renaissance
Events,
activities,
exhibitions,
workshops,
tours,
etc.

Discover the programme!
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2019 we are celebrating 500 years of the Renaissance in Orléans and
throughout the Loire Valley, a cultural event showcasing our regional
capital and its rich history.
At the time, Orléans, a former royal city, was a bustling and prosperous town
thanks to the River Loire and its proximity to Paris. Bolstered by its reputation,
Orléans would also find itself at the centre of historically important events, in
particular the religious battles between Catholics and Protestants which would lead
to a profound cultural and artistic transformation.
At the beginning of the 16th century, Orléans was an important city of learning
with a highly-reputed university, frequented by eminent intellectuals such as
Erasmus, Guillaume Budé, François Rabelais, Étienne de La Boétie, Theodore Beza
and John Calvin. The latter would set up a large, influential and active Calvinist
community in Orléans and the surrounding area. During the Estates General in
Place de l’Étape in 1560, many humanists urged a reconciliation between Christians.
It was here that Michel de L’Hospital gave his famous "Discourse on Toleration".
Although a clash was inevitable, there was room for major reforms in Orléans
and a far-reaching artistic revival, inspired by the Italian way of life. This was largely
introduced by Francis I. Religious buildings were rebuilt, roads were widened and
the comfortably-off townsmen and women built themselves fine homes. We can
still admire the elegant architecture of these mansions, the refinement of their
ornamentation, the sculpted medallions and busts and the new façades with their
timber-frames interspersed with stone and bricks.
Orléans invites you to browse the memories of this fascinating past through a
multitude of events. Historic, guided and interactive tours based on our heritage
will feature prominently, as will all the arts as they would have been experienced
at the time including chamber music, period dances with a grand ball open to all
on January 25 at 8 pm at the Salle Eiffel, poetry including that of one of the most
emblematic figures of the time, Pierre de Ronsard, and period literature. A series of
exhibitions and conferences will complete this remarkable panorama of the past.
In short, this is a programme through which everyone will be able to broaden their
knowledge or discover what this era of light and shadow was all about.
Enjoy your journey through the captivating undulations of the Renaissance and
a very big thank-you to all those who have contributed to the success of this
wonderful local event!
Olivier CARRÉ

Mayor of Orléans
President of Orléans Métropole
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DID YOU SAY
"RENAISSANCE"?

h

B

oth a period in history and an artistic movement, the Renaissance began Italy in the 14th
and 15th centuries and can be described as a
renewal of European arts (ideas, culture and sciences
etc.) and the prelude to a new world.
2019 is highly symbolic because it marks the
5th centenary of the death of Leonardo da Vinci, the
birth of Catherine de Medici and the year in which
work on the Château de Chambord began.
The institutions and cultural services of the
Mairie d’Orléans (Orléans City Hall) and the
Orléans Val de Loire Tourist Office are making the
most of this opportunity to offer you a year of events,
activities, tours, workshops and exhibitions celebrating the Renaissance.
Since the Orléans region has preserved a great
deal of cultural and intellectual heritage from the
period, we are inviting you to step back in time on a
wonderful, patrimonial and artistic journey.
In 2019, the entire Centre-Val de Loire Region will be
filled with the spirit of the Renaissance; you will find
the full calendar of events at www.vivadavinci2019.fr.
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EXHIBITION
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From January 12 to March 24

In 1506, the Laocoön Group was unearthed in fragments not far from the Coliseum. The museum is
exhibiting a series of engravings offering several conceptions of the missing elements including 19th century caricatures of this sculpture which has become
highly symbolic. Other antiques from the Vatican
and the ruins of Rome have formed the subject of
numerous engravings spread throughout Europe.
Orléans Museum of Fine Arts - second floor
Graphic Arts Collection - Place Sainte-Croix,
Orléans.
Tickets: €6 (full price), €3 (reduced price), free
(first Sunday of the month), combined ticket valid
for one day gives access to the Musée des BeauxArts, the Hôtel Cabu, the Maison Jeanne d’Arc
and the Centre Charles Péguy.

Musée des Beaux-Arts Orléans © François Lauginie

he Antiques
of Rome

Cornelis Bosch (Dutch school) representing The Laocoön,
famous sculpture from the Hellenistic period which was
rediscovered in Rome in 1506 and is kept at the Vatican.
It is one of the symbols of the rediscovery of Antiquity during the
Renaissance and would have a major influence on numerous artists.

The Renaissance

h

BALL

J

Friday, January 25 at 8 pm.

The Orléans Conservatory is celebrating this
historic anniversary with a ball open not only to
those who already have a love for Renaissance
dance but also to anyone wishing to give it a try.
This event is being organised as part of the now
traditional Nuit des conservatoires (Night of the
conservatories) in which many music schools
take part. Recorders, percussion, lutes, hurdy
gurdies and violins will provide the music for this
"Renaissance" night.
With Virginie Tripette, Sylvain Fabre
and Miguel Henri.
Salle Eiffel- 15 rue de la Tour Neuve, Orléans.
Free.

D.R.

oin the dance
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Guided

TOUR
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You can find out everything you've always wanted
to know about the most prestigious Renaissance
residences in Orléans thanks to the commentary
from our costumed tour guides!
You will be able to appreciate their ornamental
wealth and also their successive renovations, a
testimony to the town's riches and its trade from
the 16th century onwards.
This visit will be programmed throughout the year
at a rate of two Sundays per month. You can find the
next dates on www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com.
Starting point: Orléans Val de Loire Tourist
Office. Place Sainte-Croix, Orléans.
Booking required via the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office.
+33 (0)238 240 505 / infos@tourisme-orleans.com
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com.
Tickets: €7.
Group limited to 25 people.
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes.

Garden of the Hôtel Groslot © Mairie d'Orléans

rléans
and the Renaissance
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CONCERT

hamber Music
with the
poetry of Pierre de
Ronsard
"Sweetheart,
let us see
if the rose..."

Sunday, January 27 at 3.30 pm then
two Sundays per month

h

Friday, February 1 at 8 pm.

Pierre de Ronsard was one of the most emblematic
figures of the Renaissance era. At the turn of the
19th and 20th centuries, Europeans were facing an
uncertain future. Artists, particularly composers,
looked to the French Renaissance of the 16th
century, a period they considered full of energy
and one that spurred their creative drive. The
poetry of Ronsard and the famous Pléiade circle
became a source of musical inspiration. Ronsard's
work lends itself to being sung rather than read.
It is a tribute to vocal and instrumental music. In
his Abrégé de l’art poétique françois, (Abstract of
French Poetic Art) Ronsard came up with this
advice for an apprentice poet: "Poetry without
instruments, or without the grace of one or several
5

Musée des Beaux-Arts Orléans © François Lauginie

voices, is not agreeable, no more than instruments
without being animated by the melody of a pleasant
voice". This performance skilfully combines voice
and instruments, just as Ronsard always desired.
Works by Cécile Chaminade, André Caplet, Albert
Roussel and Théodore Gouvy.
With Adélaïde Rouyer (mezzo soprano),
Lucie Chouvel (piano), Yska Bloch (cello)
and Pierre Baranger ( flute).
Salle de l’Institut - Place Sainte-Croix, Orléans.
Bookings: +33 (0)238 792 133
conservatoire@ville-orleans.fr.
Tickets: €11 (full price), €6 (reduced price), free
(students from the Orléans Conservatory).
Detail of the Holy family surrounded by a garland of fruit
and flowers, Jacob Fopsen Van Es and Hendrick Van Balen
(1620-1630).
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UNGUIDED

tour

Hôtel Cabu © Mairie d’Orléans

00 years of
the Renaissance

h

From March 7, 2019 to January 5, 2020

The Hôtel Cabu, a building erected in 1548 on
the orders of Phillipe Cabu, a prosperous Orléans
lawyer, is of great architectural interest. The
ornamented façade is arranged over three floors and
embellished by fine, carved decorations. These three,
superimposed orders, in the Henri II style, are the
first signs of the system of orders, which originated
in Italy, being imported into the architecture of
Orléans. This fine, Renaissance mansion is now
home to the collections of the Musée d’Histoire
et d’Archéologie d’Orléans (Orléans Museum of
History and Archaeology). In order to mark 500
years of the Renaissance, the museum is bringing
out of storage a number of works typical of that
period and adding them to its permanent collection.
Hôtel Cabu-Musée d’Histoire et d’Archéologie
1 square Abbé Desnoyers, Orléans.
Tickets: €6 (full price), €3 (reduced price), free
(first Sunday of the month), combined ticket valid
for one day gives access to the Musée des BeauxArts, the Hôtel Cabu, the Maison Jeanne d’Arc and
the Centre Charles Péguy .
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eonardo and
the machines

From universal genius
to the intelligence
of networks
Exhibition Curator:
Jean-Pierre Anchisi
Museographer, scenographer:
Anna Erard
Collégiale Saint-Pierre-le-Puellier
Cloître Saint-Pierre-le-Puellier,
Orléans.
Opening hours:
from Tuesday to Sunday, 2 pm
to 6 pm. Closed on Mondays
and Bank Holidays.
Groups welcome,
mornings from Tuesday
to Friday, with a booking.
Information:
+33 (0)238 792 485
Free.

From Saturday, March 2 to Sunday, April 7

"The Leonardo and the Machines exhibition
cannot be seen as anything other than a visitor
experience. By "experience" we mean that the visitor
is not a mere spectator following a visitor pathway
but will subtly interact with the exhibits on show.
Whether it is Leonardo da Vinci's Aerial Screw or
the "InMoov" humanoid robot, these machines
and robots have been made by man and designed
to serve man. Some are even a bid to transplant
all that humanity is capable of into an inanimate
object, even if a great deal of thinking these days
has identified the fear users have regarding them
and their constant evolution. The aim of the visitor
pathway is to question the visitor, arouse their
curiosity and even prompt them into forming an
opinion."
Anna Erard.

© ADprod - Spectaclexpo

EXHIBITION
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Hôtel Groslot © Mairie d’Orléans

he Hôtel Groslot
and the Renaissance
in the 19th century

h GUIDED TOUR h
with commentary

O

© Mairie d’Orléans

rléans and
the Loire in the
16th century

Saturday, March 16 at 10.30 am, Thursday,
April 11 and Sunday, May 12 at 3 pm

A symbolic monument in Orléans, this 16th century
mansion has played host to many an illustrious figure.
Its Renaissance architecture and layout is attributed to
Jacques Androuet Ducerceau. In the 19th century
the building became the City Hall and was extended
and given a Neo-Renaissance makeover, representative
of the period's infatuation with the 16th century.
Visit conducted by a qualified guide from Orléans City
Council's "Town of History and Art" department.
Starting point: inner courtyard of the Hôtel Groslot
Booking required via the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office.
+33 (0)238 240 505 / infos@tourisme-orleans.com
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com
Tickets: €6.50 (full price), €4.50 (reduced price), free
(under 18s, students, holders of a PASSé-simple card).
Group limited to 30 people.
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes.
Saturdays March 16 and April 13 at 2.30 pm,
and Sunday, June 23 at 3 pm

Discover the River Loire's major role in Orléans,
a site of trade, interaction and wealth. The great
Corporation of Mariners was not alone in making a
living out of the Loire; its banks and islands were host
to many businesses. In the 16th century, the river bed
and banks began to be altered to facilitate navigation
and the unloading of goods.
Visit conducted by a qualified guide from Orléans City
Council's "Town of History and Art" department.
Starting point: to be communicated upon booking.
Booking required via the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office.
+33 (0)238 240 505 / infos@tourisme-orleans.com
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com
Tickets: €6.50 (full price), €4.50 (reduced price),
free (under 18s, students, holders
of a PASSé-simple card).
Group limited to 30 people.
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes.
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Hôtel Euverte - Hatte staircase © Mairie d’Orléans

h GUIDED TOUR h
with commentary
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Hôtel Euverte - Hatte staircase © Mairie d’Orléans
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Theatrical
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TOUR
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Who knows what might happen when we start
talking about history? This theatrical visit will take
you on a journey through time and transport you
into the 16th century…
Visit conducted by a qualified guide from Orléans City
Council's "Town of History and Art" department.
Starting point: to be communicated upon
booking.
Booking required via the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office.
+33 (0)238 240 505 / infos@tourisme-orleans.com
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com
Tickets: €6.50 (full price), €4.50 (reduced price), free
(under 18s, students, holders of a PASSé-simple card).
Group limited to 35 people. Duration: 2 hours.

© Mairie d’Orléans

s if I were there!
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Interactive

WALK

© Mairie d’Orléans

Hôtel Cabu ©Mairie d’Orléans

eliving the
Renaissance!

Saturdays March 30, May 25 and June 29
at 10 am and Sunday, April 14 at 3 pm

h

Sundays March 31 and April 7 at 3 pm,
and Saturday, June 22 at 10 am

Discover what daily life was like during the
Renaissance through music and as you wander
around Orléans' streets and squares. What was it like
to live in these beautiful houses, so richly decorated?
What did people have for their meals back then?
Who were these characters, so finely dressed, whose
names have lived on in our memories? This fun and
interactive walk will take you on a journey through
our 16th century city.
Visit conducted by a qualified guide from Orléans City
Council's "Town of History and Art" department.
Starting point: to be communicated upon
booking.
Booking required via the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office.
+33 (0)238 240 505 / infos@tourisme-orleans.com
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com
Tickets: €6.50 (full price), €4.50 (reduced price), free
(under 18s, students, holders of a PASSé-simple card).
Group limited to 35 people. Duration: 2 hours.
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h GUIDED TOUR h
with commentary

O

House, Rue Sainte-Catherine © Mairie d’Orléans

rléans,
Renaissance city

h GUIDED TOUR h
for younger visitors

I
House, Rue du Vaudour © Mairie d’Orléans

n the Renaissance

Saturdays April 6 and 13,
May 11 and June 8 at 10.30 am

This tour will take you on an exploration of 16th
century Orléans and the major events that occurred
here. There is a great deal of evidence of the Renaissance
around the city in the form of its architecture of halftimbered and stone houses. On façades facing the
street or turned towards inner courtyards, we see
the elaborate and refined decorations of the period,
largely inspired by Antiquity.
Visit conducted by a qualified guide from Orléans City
Council's "Town of History and Art" department.
Starting point: to be communicated upon
booking.
Booking required via the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office.
+33 (0)238 240 505 / infos@tourisme-orleans.com
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com
Tickets: €6.50 (full price), €4.50 (reduced price), free
(under 18s, students, holders of a PASSé-simple card).
Group limited to 30 people.
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes.
Tuesdays April 9 and 16 at 2.30 pm.
Family tour during school holidays

This tour takes the form of a game and takes you
back to 16th century Orléans. This tour is open to
children aged from 6 to 12, accompanied by at least
one adult.
Visit conducted by a qualified guide from Orléans
City Council's "Town of History and Art" department.
Starting point: to be communicated upon
booking.
Booking required via the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office.
+33 (0)238 240 505 / infos@tourisme-orleans.com
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com
Free.
Group limited to 35 people.
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes.
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Narrated
WALK
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Maison de la Pomme ©Mairie d’Orléans

enaissance
literature

h GUIDED TOUR h
with commentary

P

John Calvin - Place Saint-Pierre Empont
© Mairie d’Orléans

rotestantism and
John Calvin in Orléans

Thursday, April 18 and Fridays May 17
and June 14 at 6 pm

While wandering through the streets and passageways
of Orléans, you will be able to enjoy Renaissance
literature through readings of writings and poems by
16th century authors. You will also discover the secret
spots where stories and anecdotes took place.
Starting point: to be communicated upon
booking.
Booking required via the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office.
+33 (0)238 240 505 / infos@tourisme-orleans.com
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com
Tickets: €6.50 (full price), €4.50 (reduced price), free
(under 18s, students, holders of a PASSé-simple card).
Group limited to 30 people.
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes.
Friday, April 19 at 2.30 pm,
Thursdays May 16 and June 13 at 6 pm

Orléans was one of the main hotbeds of the Reform
and still bears traces of this past in its history and
architecture. Its university, welcoming students
from all over Europe, would become a melting pot
for humanist ideas and hosted famous Huguenot legal experts and theologians such as Anne du Bourg
(counsellor of the Parliament of Paris), John Calvin
and Theodore Beza.
Visit conducted by a qualified guide from Orléans City
Council's "Town of History and Art" department.
Starting point: to be communicated upon
booking.
Booking required via the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office.
+33 (0)238 240 505 / infos@tourisme-orleans.com
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com
Tickets: €6.50 (full price), €4.50 (reduced price), free
(under 18s, students, holders of a PASSé-simple card).
Group limited to 30 people.
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes.
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SOUND
and light show

h

T

A special sound and light show will light up Orléans
Cathedral throughout the summer.
The 30 students studying Motion Design at the
Gobelins École de l'Image (Paris), who have spent a
year learning how to bring graphics to life through
movement, have created this original work to celebrate
the 500th anniversary of the Renaissance.
Orléans Cathedral - Place Sainte-Croix, Orléans.

he lights
of the Renaissance
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A MUSICAL

meander

h

he body, the heart
and the mind: a
musical meander
in the Renaissance

Aldermen, 16th century, detail © MHAO, Mairie d’Orléans.

Saturday, April 20, at nightfall and then
from May to September

Saturday, May 18 from 9 pm to midnight
(programme in three parts, each lasting
20 minutes: 9 pm, 10 pm and 11 pm)

Renaissance ideology saw man as a central, even
exceptional, being compared to other creatures
and made man master of his own destiny. In this
programme, the works chosen showcase human beings
and our extraordinary abilities. The dance music
testifies to the countless possibilities for movement
and the body's dynamics, from the slow and noble
steps of the pavane to the lightness and skilfulness
of the gaillard. The intensity of human emotions is
revealed through love, the dominant theme in French
songs and Italian frottolas. And finally, the liberation
of thinking during this period provided an intellectual
counterpoint to instrumental fantasies and religious
music. In the harmony of these three polarities - body,
heart, mind - Renaissance man asserted himself and
his strength and influence grew. Works by Claude
Gervaise, Pierre Attaignant, Johann Hermann Schein,
Giorgio Mainerio and Vincenzo Ruffo etc.
With Virginie Tripette ( flute), Sylvain Fabre
(percussion) and Miguel Henri (lute).
Stroll around the courtyard and the rooms
of the museum, depending on the weather.
Hôtel Cabu-Musée d’Histoire et d’Archéologie
1 square Abbé Desnoyers, Orléans.
Tickets: €6 (full price), €3 (reduced price), free (first
Sunday of the month), combined ticket valid for one
day gives access to the Musée des Beaux-Arts,
the Hôtel Cabu, the Maison Jeanne d’Arc and the
Centre Charles Péguy .
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CONFERENCE
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Friday, May 17 at 6.30 pm

and onlining of digitalised collections

R

Largely destroyed in 1940, little remains of the
City of Orléans' pre-1790 archives. This renders
the surviving documents all the more precious
and valuable. To showcase them and celebrate the
500 years of the Renaissance, the Orléans Archive
department is placing their old collections, in
particular, the city and fortress's accounts, online.
The conference, which will present the history
of these digitalised records, will also provide an
opportunity to discuss the policy followed since
2011 of digitalising the city's administrative archives.
Musée des Beaux-Arts Orléans - Auditorium
Place Sainte-Croix, Orléans.
Free.

enaissance
and digitalisation:
a new
view of
the archives

h

R

EXHIBITION

From Wednesday, May 22 to
Wednesday, November 20

"They say that the things we know the least are those
that are around us... ." Orléans Archives invite you
to explore the Renaissance documents they hold.
Largely destroyed during bombing campaigns in
1940, some little-known documents remain and
provide us with great insight into the administrative
history and the writings of the 16th century. The
exhibition also covers the work carried out to
preserve these collections and to communicate
about them.
Display cases of the community
and municipal archives of Orléans,
Rue Fernand-Rabier, Orléans.
The exhibition can also be viewed at
archives.orleans-metropole.fr.
Free.

© D.R.

enaissance
archives

h
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h GUIDED TOUR h
with a twist

M

You can be sure your guide will tell you everything about
a most unusual subject - but the thing is, you have to find
out what it is! Follow in their footsteps - they will help
you solve the mystery of this tour. One thing is certain
though; we'll be talking about the 16th century! The visitor who comes up with the right answer will win a prize!
Starting point: to be communicated upon booking.
Booking required via the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office:
+33 (0)238 240 505 / infos@tourisme-orleans.com
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com
Tickets: €6.50 (full price), €4.50 (reduced rate), free
(under 18s, students and holders of a PASSé-simple card).
Group limited to 30 people.
Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes.

Henri IV house © Mairie d’Orléans

ystery tour

h CONFERENCE

H

Rue de l’Empereur, 16th century façades © Mairie d’Orléans

ouses
in Orléans during
the Renaissance

Saturday, May 25 at 2.30 pm

h

Friday, June 14 at 6 pm
(doors open at 5.30 pm)

Despite major demolition work due to town planning
in the 19 th and 20 th centuries and a fire in 1940,
studying the evolution of architecture and domestic
living arrangements in Orléans is relatively easy thanks
to a rich corpus of houses erected at the end of the
Middle Ages and the beginning of the Modern era.
Best-known now for its half-timbered houses, Orléans,
a humanist hotbed in the second Renaissance, is
also reputed for the quality of its stone and/or brick
buildings. The aim is to present several categories of
buildings, from the multi-functional home inherited
from centuries past to the large houses that were the
first examples of private mansions in the town, often
built by rich townsmen or people of great importance.
Conference run by Clément Alix, an archaeologist specialising in buildings, Pôle d’archéologie d’Orléans (Orléans
Archaeology Department)/Centre d’Études Supérieures de la
Renaissance de Tours (Tours Advanced Renaissance Studies
Centre). As part of the "Journées nationales de l’archéologie"
(National Archaeology Days) June 14-16, 2019.
Médiathèque - Marcel Reggui Auditorium (entrance
on Rue de Chanzy) - Place Gambetta, Orléans.
Free. Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes.
16

h

T

A BOAT
show

h

Friday, September 20 at 10 pm

The next Festival de Loire, which will take place
from September 18 to 22, 2019 in Orléans, will also
feature the Renaissance by offering you an original
creation, retracing the history of river life during the
16th century. During this "sound and light" show,
you will find out about the daily life of mariners at
the time, starting on the quayside before embarking
on the Loire.
Quays of the River Loire in Orléans.

Boat navigating the Loire, 16th century © Mairie d’Orléans

he Loire during
the Renaissance

h
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UNGUIDED
tour

Saturday, September 21

Médiathèque - Place Gambetta, Orléans.
Free.

Orléans, 16th century engraving © Médiathèque d’Orléans

istorical
documents from
the Renaissance
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CELEBRATING THE
RENAISSANCE

SHOPPING

As part of its celebrations of the 500 years
of the Renaissance, the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office gift shop has an exclusive
range of "Renaissance" products featuring
Leonardo da Vinci.

"PAUSE PATRIMOINE"

Fancy a cultural break between noon and
2 pm? Come and discover Orléans' heritage
in the form of a short tour from 12.30 pm to
1.15 pm, one Thursday per month.
Visits conducted by qualified guides from
Orléans City Council's "Town of History
and Art" department.
Themes
The Hôtel Euverte-Hatte: Thursday, March 28
The Hôtel Groslot: Thursday, April 25
The Hôtel des Créneaux: Thursday, May 23
The Pavillon Colas-Desfrancs: Thursday,
June 27
Booking required. Book via the Orléans
Val de Loire Tourist Office:
+33 (0)238 240 505 /
infos@tourisme-orleans.com
Tickets: €4.50 (full price), free (under 18s,
students, holders of a PASSé-simple card).
Group limited to 30 people.
Duration: 45 minutes.

TOUR TRAILS: ORLÉANS IN
THE RENAISSANCE

Explore the 16th century in Orléans by
following the trail in the Focus brochure
"Orléans during the Renaissance." Major
historic events and illustrious figures have left
their mark on Orléans and we can still see
those marks today in the city's architecture

h

and the magnificent private mansions.
An Orléans City Council "Town of History
and Art" department production.
This brochure, available in French and English, is free from the Orléans Val de Loire
Tourist Office and an online version is available from www.orleans-metropole.fr and
www.tourisme-orleansmetropole.com.

PUBLICATION

Orléans, une ville de la Renaissance
("Orléans, a Renaissance Town")
Despite religious conflicts, Orléans flourished during the 16th century. Its location, at
the crossroads of routes along the Loire, to
Lyon and to the Paris region, enabled a revival of arts and culture. This was not restricted
to the university but also included sculpture,
literature and music. During this period, the
town was a huge building site; the urban area
expanded with an extension to the town walls
to the north and the construction of buildings
and housing still visible to this day.
Researchers at the Centre d’études supérieures
de la Renaissance (Advanced Renaissance Studies
Centre) at François-Rabelais University in Tours
and the Pôle d’archéologie d’Orléans (Orléans
Archaeological Centre) offer you their latest
insights into Orléans in the 16th century.
Presses Universitaires de Rennes - Presses
Universitaires François-Rabelais, Collection
Renaissance. Due for publication in September
2019.
Available from www.orleans-metropole.fr.
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